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Activities May Include:

e Comprehensive Planning

e Land Use Develoment

* Historic Preservation

* Aging Services

 Revolving Loan Funds

e Business Retention and Development
e Affordable Housing

* Global Economics

* Tourism

* Defense Conversion

» Workforce Development

* Coordinated Transportation

e Telecommunications and Technology
 Geographic Information Systems

* Disaster Mitigation Planning

* Community Development

Additionally, 10 of the state’s 16 RDCs also serve as the state-
designated Area Agency on Aging (AAA) for their respective
planning and service areas. In this capacity, the RDC’s AAA works
with local providers to ensure that services for the elderly, dis-
abled and/or caregivers are provided and monitored throughout
the year. AAA’s Information and Assistance service connects older
adults and/or their caregivers with available resources to assist
them in living independently in the community. AAAs are the
“Gateway to Community Resources.” Most AAAs operate a toll-
free telephone number to maximize access to resources in the
community. Specific services are provided in designated areas of
the region as a result of public input and surveys, and according
to the need within an area (i.e., waiting list information). Services
are provided directly by RDC staff or indirectly via contracts with

various counties and/or public and private agencies.

Several of the state’s Regional Development Centers also operate
Certified Development Companies. Through this arrangement,
the development companies make loans to small and start-up
businesses for the purposes of creating and retaining jobs, gener-
ating private investment, and facilitating economic development
opportunities within the RDC's service area. This is done through
partnerships with local banks and federal agencies such as the

Small Business Administration.

In the past, the RDCs’ services and abilities were
primarily used by local government jurisdictions.
However, partnerships with private-sector industries
and businesses now commonly assist with projects
that achieve the organization’s primary mission: to
provide planning, management and information
services to its members in a professional, ethical,
cost-effective and efficient manner; and to serve as

a forum for addressing local government needs.

Georgia Planning Act of 1989

The Georgia State Legislature enacted the Georgia
Planning Act of 1989 (see Appendix A), charging
the RDCs statewide with the responsibility of
developing, promoting and assisting in the
establishment of coordinated and comprehensive
planning in the state, and with assisting local
governments with preparing and implementing
comprehensive plans in an orderly process to
develop and promote the essential public interests

of the state and its citizens.

To this end, the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) annually contracts with the 16 RDCs
(listed on the previous page) throughout the

state to provide local governments with assistance
in the local planning process, to perform various
review functions, and to conduct regional plan-
ning. The DCA has established a set of minimum
standards (local, regional and solid waste) for
regional planning to guide the RDCs in their

mission (see Appendix B).

The Department of Community Affairs contracts
with the RDCs in two major categories: for non-dis-
cretionary services; and for discretionary services.
The contracts for non-discretionary services pro-
vide a fixed amount of funding to allow each RDC
to perform services mandated in the Georgia

Planning Act, including:





